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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S. C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 15-18 define a storage medium 
embodying functional descriptive material. However, the claims do not define a 
computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki 
et al. (US Pat. No. 6,331,851). 

4. Consider claim 1. Suzuki et al. teaches a synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus comprising: a receiving section that is provided for sequentially receiving a 



clock signal; a storing section that is provided for storing object information to be 
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sequentially reproduced from a series of reproduction points; a reproduction point 
generating section that is provided for generating location information indicative of a 
reproduction point of the object information stored in the storing section; a reproducing 
section that is provided for reading and reproducing the object information from the 
storing section based on the reproduction point generated by the reproduction point 
generating section; a synchronizing section that is provided for synchronizing an 
incremental speed of the reproduction point generated by the reproduction point 
generating section with a reception timing of the clock signal based on a reception time 
interval of the clock signals; and an outputting section that is provided for outputting 
contents of the object information reproduced by the reproducing section (col. 20, line 
44 -col. 22, line 18). 

5. Consider claim 2. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a reproduction point correcting 
section that is provided for measuring a time duration from a start of reproduction 
process of the object information by the reproducing section till an actual output of the 
object information from the outputting section, and for correcting the reproduction point 
in accordance with the measured time duration (col. 10, lines 38-64; fig. 1). 

6. Consider claim 3. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a control section operative when a 
command by a user, an out of synchronism between the clock signal and the object 
information, or a stop of supply of the clock signal is detected, for suspending the 
operation of the synchronizing section, and for controlling the reproduction point 
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generating section to generate the reproduction point at a predetermined incremental 
speed (col. 26, line 64 - col. 27, line 15; col. 31, lines 3-10). 

7. Consider claim 4. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein selection of the object information stored in the 
storing section and control of the reproduction process of the object information by the . 
reproducing section are carried out in accordance with an externally supplied signal 
(col. 20, lines 44-47). 

8. Consider claim 5. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the object information is divided into a series of 
blocks in correspondence with a series of the clock signals (figs. 28a-b). 

9. Consider claim 6. Suzuki et al: teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the clock signal is provided from an external 
music equipment (col. 26, line 64 — col. 27, line 15). 

10. Consider claim 7. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the clock signal is provided in the form of a 
timing message contained in MIDI data (col. 16, lines 59-67). 

1 1 . Consider claim 8. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the object information has multimedia contents 
selected from an image, a music waveform and a voice (col. 2, lines 29-24). 

12. Consider claim 9. Suzuki et al. teaches a synchronous information reproduction 
apparatus comprising: a storing section that is provided for storing a plurality of object 
information; a reproduction point generating section that is provided for generating 
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location information indicative of respective reproduction points of the plurality of the 
object information stored in the storing section; a reproducing section that is provided 
for reading and reproducing the plurality of the object information concurrently with one 
another from the storing section based on the respective reproduction points generated 
by the reproduction point generating section; an outputting section that is provided for 
outputting contents of the plurality of the object information reproduced by the 
reproducing section; and a reproduction point correcting section that is provided for 
measuring a time duration of each object information from a start of reproduction 
process of the object information by the reproducing section till an actual output of the 
object information from the outputting section, and for correcting the respective 
reproduction points of the plurality of the object information in accordance with the 
measured time duration of each object information (col. 10, lines 38-64; col 20, line 44 
-col. 22, line 18; fig. 1). 

1 3. Consider claim 12. Suzuki et al. teaches the synchronous information 

' reproduction method according to claim 11, further comprising a reproduction point 
correction step of measuring a time duration from a start of processing in the 
reproduction step till an actual output of the object information and correcting the 
reproduction point in accordance with the measured time duration (col. 10, lines 38-64; 
fig. 1). 

14. Consider claim 15. Suzuki et al. teaches a storage medium for storing therein a 
program for causing a computer to reproduce one or a plurality of object information 
stored in a storing section in synchronization with a clock signal, wherein the program 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

09/881,148 

Art Unit: 2621 

comprising: a reception step of sequentially receiving the clock signal; a generation step 
of generating location information indicative of a reproduction point of the object 
information; a reproduction step of reading and reproducing the object information from 
the storing section based on the reproduction point generated by the generation step; a 
synchronization step of synchronizing an incremental speed of the reproduction point 
generated by the generation step with a reception timing of the clock signal based on a 
reception time interval of the clock signals; and an output step of outputting contents of 
the object information reproduced in the reproduction step (col. 20, line 44 - col. 22, line 
18; col. 35, lines 53-55) 

15. Claims 10, 11, 13, 14, and 16-18 are rejected using similar reasoning as the 
corresponding claims above. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US Pat. No. 4,751,588 

b. US Pat. No. 5,208,677 

c. US Pat. No. 4,930,024 
' d. US Pat No. 5,255,102 

e. US Pat. No. 4,206,483 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto:gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mishawn Dunn 
January 17, 2008 




